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Leading thinkers debate science and health issues at the Battle of Ideas festival


This year’s Battle of Ideas festival will feature leading practitioners and commentators on science and health speaking at a wide range of debates, taking place at the Royal College of Art, London, on the weekend of October 30-31. 

On Saturday 30 October, The Battle for Medical Ethics will examine the key ethical dilemmas of C21st medicine, including Ageing and medicine: quality versus quantity? Alternative medicine: the pros and cons; Rationing and medicine: what price life? and Patient centred healthcare: the right to choose?

Then on Sunday 31 October, The Battle over Scientific Evidence will showcase a series of discussions on evidence, trust & truth, including: What science can and cannot tell us; Can we trust the evidence? The IPCC – a case study; Policy-based evidence? and End of the peer revue: has the peer review process lost credibility?

Other topics up for debate over the weekend include the challenge of energy, whether apes should have rights, the great population debate and the future of utopian engineering. Meanwhile, in a first for the Battle of Ideas, students from Indian and UK school debating teams will go head to head on organ donation – should financial incentives be offered?

Institute of Ideas director Claire Fox, convenor of the Battle of Ideas festival, said: ‘Science and medicine are central to improving human lives. Take for instance the scientific breakthrough that won Professor Robert Edwards the Nobel Prize this year: IVF has enabled 4 million babies to be born to parents who couldn’t just rely on nature. Thanks to the achievements of modern medicine, those babies can look forward to a lifetime of ever-increasing life expectancy and better health.

Yet while we should be celebrating the liberation such developments bring, we face growing calls for population control and doom-mongering over age-related diseases. Meanwhile, scientific research is forced to justify itself in increasingly instrumental terms to gain access to tightened budgets: meaning that every problem becomes an apocalypse-in-waiting, and referring to The Science becomes the irrefutable answer to everything from teenage pregnancy and how much we drink to what it means to be a human being.
 
Instead of special pleading for the economic benefits of scientific research or demands for yet another independent committee or greater powers outsourced to unelected experts, now is the time for the public – peer-reviewed scientist or not - to be engaging in robust and critical debate over the role science can play in the key political and moral debates of our time.’

To see full details of all debates, visit www.battleofideas.org.uk - themes Health & Well-being or Science & Environment or Technology & The City
Press passes are available for the festival weekend and a wide range of Battle of Ideas speakers are available for comment.  
Contact: Patrick Hayes 07782 133399 patrickhayes@instituteofideas.com 

Science & Health speakers at the Battle of Ideas festival include:

1. Ken Arnold (head of public programmes, Wellcome Trust; author, Cabinets for the Curious) – Blue-skies thinking is dead: long-live blue skies thinking?
1. Tipu Aziz (professor of neurosurgery, University of Oxford) – Should apes have rights?
1. Professor Virginia Berridge (director, Centre for History in Public Health, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine) – The war on alcohol: new puritanism or healthy sobriety?
1. Tracey Brown (director, Sense About Science) – End of the peer revue – has the peer review process lost credibility?
1. Dr Stuart Derbyshire (senior lecturer, School of Psychology, University of Birmingham) - Should apes have rights?
1. Dr Tom Douglas (Wellcome Trust research fellow, Balliol College and Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, University of Oxford) - Choosing Tomorrow’s Children
1. Dr Christian Fiala (medical director, abortion and family planning clinic; founder and director, Museum of Contraception and Abortion) – Your conscience, my health: the right to refuse?
1. Dr Michael Fitzpatrick (GP; author, The Tyranny of Health and Defeating Autism: a damaging delusion) - The war on alcohol: new puritanism or healthy sobriety?
1. Ann Furedi (chief executive, British Pregnancy Advisory Service) - Your conscience, my health: the right to refuse?
1. Dr Clare Gerada (GP; chair-elect, Royal College of General Practitioners) – Patient centred healthcare – the right to choose?
1. Dr Daniel Glaser (head, special projects, public engagement, Wellcome Trust; honorary senior research fellow, Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience, University College London) – What science can and cannot tell us
1. Martin Haigh (energy consultant, Shell; lead consultant, Shell's World Energy Model) – The energy challenge: can we keep the lights on?
1. Timandra Harkness (journalist and writer; formerly director, Cheltenham Science Festival’s FameLab; co-writer and performer, Edinburgh Festival Fringe smash hit Your Days Are Numbered: the maths of death) - Policy-based evidence?
1. Dr Evan Harris (former science spokesman, Liberal Democrats; writer, Guardian Political Science blog) – Policy-based evidence?
1. John Harris (Lord Alliance Professor of Bioethics, University of Manchester; joint editor-in-chief The Journal of Medical Ethics; member, Human Genetics Commission) – What makes life sacred? AND Rationing and medicine: what price life?
1. Mark Henderson (science editor, The Times; author, 50 Genetics Ideas You Really Need to Know) – What science can and cannot tell us
1. Virginia Ironside (journalist; agony aunt, Independent; author, The Virginia Monologues: why it's great to be sixty) - Ageing and medicine: quality versus quantity?
1. Bob Joyce (group engineering director, Jaguar Land Rover) – Innovative engineering: within limits?
1. Joe Kaplinsky (science writer and researcher; co-author, Energise! A future for energy innovation) – The energy challenge: can we keep the lights on?
1. Professor Mike Kelly (director, public health, National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE); editor, Evidence Based Public Health: effectiveness and efficiency) - The war on alcohol: new puritanism or healthy sobriety?
1. Irma Kurtz (writer; broadcaster; agony aunt, Cosmopolitan Magazine; author, About Time: growing old disgracefully) - Ageing and medicine: quality versus quantity?
1. Professor Robin Lovell-Badge (head, stem cell biology and developmental genetics, Medical Research Council National Institute for Medical Research) - End of the peer revue – has the peer review process lost credibility?
1. Dr Natasha McCarthy (policy advisor, Royal Academy of Engineering; author, Engineering: a beginner's guide) – Innovative engineering: within limits?
1. Philip Moriarty (professor of physics and EPSRC leadership fellow, University of Nottingham) – What are universities for?
1. Oliver Morton (energy and environment editor, The Economist; author Eating the Sun: how plants power the planet) – Can we trust the evidence? The IPCC, a case study
1. David J Nolan (director of communications, Catholics for Choice, Washington DC) - Your conscience, my health: the right to refuse?
1. Antony Oliver (editor, New Civil Engineer magazine) - Innovative engineering: within limits?
1. Professor David Oliver (national clinical director for older people, Department of Health; consultant physician, Royal Berkshire Hospital; visiting professor, medicine for older people, City University, London) – Ageing and medicine: quality versus quantity?
1. Tim Parks (novelist, essayist and translator; author of Teach Us to Sit Still: a sceptic’s search for health and healing and Dreams of Rivers and Seas; associate professor of English and translation, IULM University, Milan) - Alternative medicine: the pros and cons
1. Fred Pearce (freelance journalist; environment consultant, New Scientist; author, The Climate Files: the battle for the truth about global warming and Peoplequake) - Can we trust the evidence? The IPCC, a case study
1. Professor Sir Mike Rawlins (chairman, National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) - Rationing and medicine: what price life?
1. Steve Rayner (James Martin Professor of Science and Innovation; director, Institute for Science, Innovation and Society, University of Oxford) - Policy-based evidence?
1. Dr Paul Reeves (principal software developer, Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks R&D; former senior researcher, International Automotive Research Centre, University of Warwick) – Innovative engineering: within limits?
1. Dr Marcus Richards (programme leader, Medical Research Council’s Unit for Lifelong Health and Ageing; reader in cognitive epidemiology, University College London) - Ageing and medicine: quality versus quantity?
1. Dr Richard D Ryder (ethicist; author, Speciesism, Painism,and Happiness: a morality for the twenty-first century) -  Should apes have rights?
1. Dr Richard Smith (board member, Public Library of Science; former editor, British Medical Journal; author, The Trouble with Medical Journals) - End of the peer revue – has the peer review process lost credibility?
1. Sandy Starr (communications officer, Progress Educational Trust; webmaster, BioNews; deviser, 'Spectrum of Opinion: Genes, Autism and Psychological Spectrum Disorders' project) - Choosing Tomorrow’s Children
1. Raymond Tallis (former professor of geriatric medicine, University of Manchester; fellow, Academy of Medical Sciences; author, thirty medical and non-medical books including Hippocratic Oaths: medicine and its discontents) - Rationing and medicine: what price life? 
1. Jeremy Taylor (science writer; television producer and director; author, Not A Chimp: the hunt to find the genes that make us human) - Should apes have rights?
1. David Thomas (freelance legal advisor, British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection [BUAV]; recent chairman, RSPCA) - Should apes have rights?
1. Dr George Thomas (orthopaedic surgeon; editor, Indian Journal of Medical Ethics) – Alternative Medicine, the pros and cons
1. Professor Sir Mark Walport (Director, Wellcome Trust; ) – Alternative Medicine, the pros and cons
1. John Waxman (professor of oncology, Imperial; consultant, Hammersmith and West Middlesex Hospitals) - Rationing and medicine: what price life?
1. Simon Wessely (professor, physiological medicine, Institute of Psychiatry, King's College London; vice dean, academic psychiatry, Teaching and Training, Institute of Psychiatry) – What science can and cannot tell us
1. Stephen Wilkinson (professor of bioethics, Keele University; author, Choosing Tomorrow's Children: the ethics of selective reproduction) – Choosing Tomorrow’s Children
1. David Willetts MP (Minister of State for Universities and Science) – Policy-based evidence?
1. Martin Wright (editor-in-chief, Green Futures; visiting judge, Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy) – The energy challenge: can we keep the lights on?
1. John Wyatt (professor of ethics and perinatology and honorary consultant neonatologist, University College London) - Your conscience, my health: the right to refuse?

Notes to editors:
1. The 6th Battle of Ideas Festival is organised by the Institute of Ideas, in partnership with Shell UK, SABMiller, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, The Times and the Royal College of Art. The main weekend festival is taking place on 30-31 October at the Royal College of Art, London. For the full programme and list of confirmed speakers, visit: www.battleofideas.org.uk

1. Other debates on science, medicine and technology include:
Public health: should evidence always dictate policy? We’re all depressed now? Redefining mental illness in a therapeutic era; Choosing Tomorrow’s Children; What makes life sacred? Your conscience, my health: the right to refuse? Plug in, turn on, drive off: the future of cars; Should apes have rights? Engineering the future: cautionary tale or utopia? The energy challenge: can we keep the lights on? Blue skies thinking is dead: long live blue skies thinking? And the Debating Matters International schools’ debate on organ donation

1. Battle Satellite events are organised with a range of national and international partners taking place throughout October and November. Full details of the programme can be viewed online here: http://www.battleofideas.org.uk/index.php/2010/satellites/

1. Press passes for all events are available. A wide range of festival speakers are available for media comment on issues being discussed at the Battle of Ideas before and during the event. Contact: patrickhayes@instituteofideas.com 07782 133399 / 020 7269 9222
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